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Too often ‘new technologies’
don’t produce meaningful

learning and are full of hype.




“Great Power and Poor
Preparation”

- Lowell W. Monke




To Achieve Higher Level Thinking:

e Curriculum

— Reading, Writing
e |nstruction

— Literature Circles

— Concept Maps
— Student Collaboration




To Achieve Higher Level Thinking:

e Assessment

Dlagnostic

Project Specific Rubrics
POost

* Relevant tools that are beyond cool toys.

— SMART lIdeas (including Collaborative
Feature)




Structure & Organization

e Grouping:
— 3 students from each class

— Initial meeting to organize student
responsibllity
— Weekly meetings to discuss text chunk




Learning Environments

3

e Classrooms 2000 km apart SMART Ideas
Server:
Online

Literature
Circle Project

« Varying economic environments §

Mr.ﬁazzard';
“All AboutfMe




Technology Used:

« SMART Ideas: Collaboration Server
True multi-level concept mapping software
(First teachers to ever use this server
software - pre-beta release).




Online Literature Circles




To Achieve Higher Level Thinking:

o “Students with low self-efficacy can easily
become discouraged with the task before
they even start if their only motivation is to

fulfill an assignment.”
- Richard T. Vacca

e Students wanted more collaboration time

S{ok
blogging = asynchronous collaboration




To Achieve Higher Level Thinking:

e Curriculum
— Reading, Writing
e Instruction
— Writing blog posts
— Making connections to self, text, and world

— Posting comments on that show connections
as they read




To Achieve Higher Level Thinking:

e Assessment

Dlagnostic

Project Specific Rubrics

POost

* Relevant tools that are beyond cool toys.
— WordPress blogging server software




Learning Environments

« Writing Using Weblog
« Engagement and Active Participation
* Authentic Assessment




Technology Used:

« PHP Open Source Blog
Wordpress software customized for this
classroom use.
Installed on a dedicated server space.




Additional Technology Used:

Additional software / Hardware:
SMARTBoard Interactive Whiteboard,

Microsoft Publisher, Microsoft Paint,
Macromedia Fireworks

e Source files, handouts,
and the the project @
www.mrhazzard.com




So What Are We Experimenting
With Now?

Podcasting which shares ideas and teaching
files...
pdtogo.com/smart

Fluency through podcasting across grade
levels.




What Is something you are
passionate about?




What content do you want
your students to learn?




What meaningful and
transparent tools will you use?




Think of your future students...




...who aren’t born yet.




